Successful laser ablation of diffuse laryngeal swelling in posttransplant lymphoproliferative disorder: the Japanese first case.
Posttransplant lymphoproliferative disorder (PTLD) is a well-known complication of pediatric organ transplantation. The first symptoms are often in the ear, nose, or throat (ENT) area. We report the first Japanese case of an airway obstruction in PTLD. A 7-year-old boy who had a liver transplant at the age of 2 years presented with progressive stridor. Fiberoptic examination revealed enlarged epiglottis and swelling arytenoids. Highly suspicious of early-PTLD, he was treated with reduction of immunosuppression, but no improvement on his larynx was observed. Laser ablation of swelling arytenoids worked. Surgical debulking is effective to ease an airway obstruction in cases of PTLD.